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To: Township Committee / Residents of Rochelle Park 
Date: January 12, 2023 
Subject: 2022 Year End Report 

From all of us here at the department, I want to take a moment to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year and know that we remain yours in public safety! As the 10th Chief in the history the 
department I am beyond proud to share this with all of you as we completed our 115th year of 
service to the community of Rochelle Park.  

While 2022 was much better for the township in that we did not suffer impactful major 
floods or pandemic related issues, we here in the RPPD did suffer a small fire, water leaks and 
subsequent damage that resulted in a modern “make-over” of our headquarters which has never 
looked so good!  

Last year we rolled out our state mandated body worn camera program, continued to host 
our 2nd annual National Night Out and take part in community outreach programs, such as the 
return of “coffee with a cop”, “etch and catch catalytic converter program”, a quality of life detail 
that focused on property maintenance issues around the town and has helped launch a collaborative 
effort between the DPW, PD, FD, Construction Official and Fire Officials office. All of these will 
help to continue to strengthen our relationship with those we are sworn to serve and protect.  

We continued to foster our community-based support and relationships and worked hand in 
hand with the board of education and township committee to launch our fulltime School Resource 
Officer program and add an additional officer to our roster. Our community outreach on social 
media and website grew with the return of our popular weekly police blotter. In our continued effort 
to be a larger part and give back to the community, the Rochelle Park Police Foundation has been 
incorporated and will be helping our members of law enforcement, their families and the community 
at large as a charitable organization. 

Our officers continued to work hard in 2022 as is evidenced by the numbers listed in this Year 
End Report, but to highlight some of the stats: We handled over 13,000 call types with 30 
DWI/Alcohol Arrests, 10 Domestic Violence Arrests, 99 Juvenile Complaints, 148 Adult Arrest, 5 
Robbery arrests, and 3,640 motor vehicle summonses issued. 
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(continued) 

The detective bureau continue to investigate several major crimes that led to closing out a 
murder/suicide and several arrests including a Rochelle Avenue Armed Carjacking that led to suspects 
who were on a crime spree throughout the state, an investigation of a residential cocaine distribution 
center and arrested the resident, shutting down the operation, and also worked on a fraud case and 
uncovered a $5,000,000.00 Multistate PPE Loan Unemployment Scheme. 

We continued to expand our training for our team members with a focus on de-escalation and 
crisis intervention training among the many mandated trainings that we continue to do as well as 
provide a dynamic range of options for our team members in our continued effort to always be 
moving forward.  

I want to once again thank all the emergency services in town. Our Fire Department, Office of 
Emergency Management and CERT members and all of the township entities such as the D.P.W., 
Administrative Offices, Building Department and others who work side by side with my officers 
taking care of our residents. 

Thank you to all the community groups, American Legion Post 170, Boy Scout Troop 114, 
Knight of Columbus Council 2842 and Midland School (PTO/Board of Education) who work 
consistently with us to ensure a safe environment for our children. The way everyone in this town 
comes together is a testament to everyone who works, lives, and volunteers here. 

I hope that all of you can have a happy and healthy 2023 and we look forward to another 
year of protecting and serving you. We remain here, ever vigilant, to provide the highest quality of 
service to our small-town. Our officers are second to none, and the pride I have in them, the 
department, and the job they do is without measure. They truly are the best and you can feel safe 
with them on watch. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dean M. Pinto 
Chief of Police 
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